FROM THE ©. 


PROPHETS 


| 
TO THEIR 


PROPHECIES. 


Evidencing the new Diſpenſation they 


| Pretend, to be of the ſame mY and |- 


| Authority with their 


PREDICTIONS. 
Which here are prov'd full of Falfi ity, 


by ſome notorious and undeniable In- 
ſtances, that may be prov d from Ear- 


Wirneſfes of unqueſtionable Credit, or 


other Authentick Records, when OC- 
caſion ſerves. ' 
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FROM THE 


PROPHETS 


TO THEIR 
PROPHECIES. 


NF UCH as have a tender Regard for 
God's Honour, and the Peace and 
Safety of their own Souls, are very 
—fcarful of offending * in any thing, 
uch more do they dread any Thoughts 
| oppoſing Him, and being found Fighters 
zainſt God. As this ſhould teach us Cau- 
on, and ſerious Deliberation, before we 
s a Cenſure upon any thing that relates 
lore immediately to Him: So when we 
ave duly weighed Matters, and throughly 


Inſt not ſuffer our ſelves to be diſcouraged, 


ars, or the bold Menaces of any. The 
Iptures bid us try the Spirits, and fore- 


'VALL 


Fakdered their Nature and Tendency, we 
| the Diſcharge of our Duty, by needleſs 


(4) 
warn us often of Deceivers, falſe Prophets, 
and lying Wonders, ſo powerful to delude 
that i poſſible they would deceive the very Flet | 
This is a fair Warning toa giddy World, which ane 
is more readily impreſs'd by the Pageantr; 
of Geſture, Agitation, big Looks, Pro 
miſes of any audacious Pretender, than a 
the weighty Truths of the Goſpel. An 
what's the Root of all this, but Pride anc 
Curioſity, an itchy Deſire to pry into Fu 
turity, to excel others, and appear the pe 
culiar Darlings of Heaven, to idolize Senſe 
and vilifie the Adings, of Faith, moſt, ſuit 
able to the preſent State of Probation; an 
infinitely more pleaſing to-God:Bleſſed are the 
which have not ſcen, and. yet believe. Bu 
why ſhou'd any thoughtful Perſon wonde 
at this, when he may lee the Concluſion tri 
every Day? Don't Monntebarks, by littl 
Tricks of Fellows in Fools Coats, attra 
the Gaze of the Mob, till by Grimaces an 
grave Speeches, tickling their Ears and Fa 
cies, they get the Government of their Put 
ſes and Bodies. I can't hope to do th 
Head of the Clan any Service by this plai 
Dealing, there being a natural and judic 
al Tendency to Obſtinacy, in theſe Caſe 
*Tis very grateful to Flcſh and Blood, . 
be careſs'd and idoliz'd, as Perſons of pec 
liar Gifts and Powers; to be homag'd, tre 
ted, and applanded, as Vice-Gods, « 
mighty Prophets; to bleſs or curſe, pro 
per or confound at Diſcretion, and to ha 
all Mankind at the Beck and Caprice 
their Paſſion. or Humor: And we read 
ſome given up to a reprobate 2 — 
+3 101 


C's) 
hong Deluſions to believe a Lie. Real 
liracles, nay, ar Voice from Heaven, wou'd 
arce reclaim ſuch : what then will all hu- 
ane Remonſtrances avail to reduce 'em to 
heir Duty, when they are told of the hor- 
jd Conſequences of their blaſphemous Pre- 
ences ?* Others there are that ſtand ready 
0 be preſs'd into the Service of the firſt 
xtraordinary. Appearance of any new and 
reat Deſign : Either Intereſt, or an euthu- 
aſtick Genius, or both, makes them proud 
f Diſcipleſhip : Theſe, like Straws and Fea- 
hers, are eaſily drawn in, and run round 
ith every Whirl-pool of Error; and as 
fie is it to turn the Courſe of Nature, 

s fuch Mens Diſpoſitions, But ſome there 
re, it's hoped, which are not paſt Reme- 
ly, who are honeſtly willing to receive 
ruth: And others of the ſame Integrity 
ay be prevented, that yet are untouch'd : 
or the Sake of ſuch, theſe ſhort Collecti- 
ns are faithfully made of ſome material 
aſſages relating to the Prophets, and the 
ew and ſtrange Diſpenſation they pretend 
d, which take as follow. _ © 
I. In 1706. they predicted the Fall ofPharoab 

d be ſpecdy, at tartheſt in Three or Four 
ears; that every Campaign till then, ſhou'd. 
I& more and more ſucceſsful each than the 
ther, till his final Downfal. That this 
Wear, before the Campaign, ended, a great 
lan in the French* Court ſhou'd declare 
imſelf a Proteſtant : That T houlon ſhou'd be 
Ren, and the Tower-Guns go off ina Week: 
but of late, for very weighty Reaſons, they 
ay little on that Subject. | - 

: | II. They. 


(6) 

U. They pretended an Order from thi 
Spirit to put ſome Perſons abſolutely oof 
the Performance of that, which was not ii 
their Power, under ſeveral ſevere Penalties 
and the Non-Execution of thoſe Menaces 
as well as the Nature of that ftrange ln 
junction, Narr declare the Nature 0 
that Spirit which ſet them on Work, 

III. One of them expreſs'd great [oy 
that he ſhou'd ſuffer for the Cauſe, fore 
telling, That upon the Publiſhing of a Book 
he ſhou'd be imprifon'd immediately, and 
one in his Family upon that; ſhou'd com 
mence forthwith a Prophet: but out of 
Superabundancy of needleſs Caution, thallf 
very Day he withdrew from home, anc 
skulk'd in Obſcurity ſome. Miles out o 
Town, and there continued many Days 


by Virtue of a pretended Counter-Orde 17 
from the Spirit: A common Expedient the) 0 
uſe to amuze ignorant People. This Book wa 4 
publiſh'd ſome Months ſince, and never au 
Attempt made to ſeize his Perſon. pt. 
IV. One of them pretended an Orde wha 


from the Spirit to faſt a Week, and ſo on 
in different Periods, till he ſhou'd be able 
to live without Victuals altogether. Thi 
Upſhot of this was, that in the Space 0 
about Three Days, he pretended a Coun 
ter-Order of the Spirit forthwith to ea 
and that he did to Purpoſe: And thus end 
ed this miraculous Diſpenſation. . 
V. One of them declared a moſt ſtrang 
and deſolating Judgment won'd come 0 
this City in Three Weeks time; but aft 
many Months elaps'd, the State of matte! 


(7) 
main there juſt as they were, and no- 
bing unuſual or remarkable has happened, 


hays ſince ; and wou'd to God ſome wou'd 
fiouſly conſider it. 
VI. Laſt Winter, they predicted moſt de- 
Im&tive peſtilential Fogs or Miſts, that 
bou'd ſweep away, like a Plague, a vaſt 
(lumber of the Inhabitants of this City 
e. The Iſſue of this was, many big-bellied 
Vomen and fanciful People were at their 
its. End upon every ſuch Occaſion, which 
tov'd frequent, it being a wer and open Winter, 
VII. Laſt Spring, they were upon the ſame 
ubject, to retrieve, if poſſible, a miſerably 
aled Cauſe; and becauſe that Seaſon and 
ltumn often are moſt ſickly, and the Bills 
f Mortality were then riſing, they ventu- 
ed to predict a very unuſual Riſe, like that 
| the time of the Plague. 
VIII. One of them ſet a Period, when 
We ſhou'd receive the Gift of Miracles; but 
4 very few Days, when the Party urged 
Wim home with his abſolute pretences, 
eming to let the Weight of the Cauſe 
Welt upon the Verity of that Prediction; he 
gan notoriouſly to ſhuffle and prevaricate, 
Wd wou'd needs pretend Ignorance ; as well 
Wiowing it wou'd be trump'd upon him in 
e Scaſon, to his Confuſion : The Period 
Wilign'd is now expiring, and he is ſtill as 
from Wonder-working as ever, unleſs 
conſiſt in vain and bold Pretences. 
W 1X. They long ſince declared they ſhou'd 
] Po raiſe the Dead, and cure all Man- 
of Diſcaſes ; that the Sick and Impotent, 
ad throng their Doors; and for quicker 


ut that Providence which happen'd a few 


_*_ __- Diſpatch, 
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PE” (8) 
Diſpatch , that ſome in Baskets ſhoy' 
be thruſt in at Windows, to partake ( 
their miraculous Cures: And notw ithſtaa 
ing, nothing of this has come to paſs, afte 
much more time expiring, than was pre 
tended to compleat the Prediction; one h 
ſtill the Confidence to tell People he ſha 
quickly walk upon the Tops of Houſes 
tread the Water, and fly in the Air, whic 
he dreams of frequently in the Night: An 
| | I doubt not but what he pretends to out « 
| Sleep, will ſhortly prove worſe than a w: 
= . king Dream, if he ſhall dare to make th 
| Experiment once in Seven Years. 
X. Judgments have been abſolutely threat 
ned to fall upon particular Perſons and F 
if milies, the Nation and City ; and ſom 
Periods of time have been ſet for Repen 
tance, without which the Judgments wer 
declared to be unavoidable: yet after all 
If no extraordinary Signs of perſonal, dome 
| ſick, or national Repentance appearing 
the Time has elapſed, without Execution 
| which maniteſtly declares. the Condition 0 
Repentance, they ever foiſt in upon theſ 
Demands, to be a meer ſtudied Evaſion 
2 ſaving Expedient at a Piach. 
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Many more Articles might be preferr'd 
againſt them, but at preſent 1 think theſe 
ſufficient to fſatisfie any impartial Judgment 
I ſhall only add ſome Obſervations on thel{ 
Conduct and Demeanour, whereby it ma 

appear, that theſe daring Pretenders ar 
very far from having the Spirit of God te 
guide and influence them. A pd 
« | 2 * # 1 : : . 6 & 11 * 
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pride, Faction, Bitterneſs, Revenge, Malice, 


Paſſion, Peeviſhneſs, cannot poſſibly be from 
he Bleſſed Spirit of God, but from the Spi- 
nt of the World, Fleſh, or ſomething ſtill 
forſe. Take the following Proofs from mat- 
er of Fact. Obſerve, 
(1.) One good Turn, we fay, deſerves a- 
other: When the little Propheteſs recei- 
ed her authoritative Commiſſion from the 
enediction, &c. of the Arch-Prophet : She 
o ſooner ſets up for herſelf, but ſhe re- 
wites him lovingly by a very dgreeable 
rediction, viz, That he and his Brethren 
ou'd ſhortly ſit upon Golden Thrones, 
nd receive a World of Reſpe&t and Reve- 
nce at the more full opening of the Scene 
the new Diſpenſation. | 
(2.) Curſe ye Meroz, curſe ye bitterly 
t Inhabitants that came not to the Hel 
the Lord; thus they take up the Curſe 
the Angel of the Lord, and pour it out 
pon all that oppoſe them, and threaten that 
als of Wrath ſhall fall on ſuch as refuſe 
| own them the appropriated Heritage of 
e Lord, and his peculiar Meſſengers. 
Where's ſcarce an Extacy, when they do 
Weir Tricks, (as they have been heard them- 
Wives to call them) but, my Child, Bleſſings 
= my Children, and Jadgments on your 
Wpoſers, is the Burthen of the Song: tho' 
Wicrwiſe ſome of the beſt Men living. Never- 
leſs the Lord their God wou'd not hearken to 
Balaamites, but the Lord their God turned 
W Curſe into a Bleſſing unto them, becauſe the 
Wd their God loved them, ily 


B (3-)They 
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(10) 
(3:) They deſpiſe and inſult the Magiſtra 
cy, if it comply not with the Dictates of 
what they call Inſpiration. They traduc 
openly and ſcurrilouſly the Miniſtry, and it 
the moſt opprobrious Terms vilifie thei 
Perſons, and wou'd diſcard their Office, 
doubt not but the Bleſſed God will main 
tain, by his Providence, his own Inſtitutio 
to the End; whatever Diſpenſation h 
pleaſes to introduce. However, it's dq; 
monſtrable, that Magiſtrates and Miniſter 
muſt be of Uſe till this pretended Diſpe 
ſation takes Place. Men foam out the 
Shame, while the Curb is upon the 
Were that off, wou'd not Earth ſoon loo 
like Hell? The pretended Diſpenſati 
does not take Place in that Degree the 
predict, and they dare not fix any time 
And when they eſlayed in any kind to fi 
a Period, they fail'd and equivocated upd 
the different Significations of Days, Wee 
Months, and Years, where there's Latitud 
enough for a plauſible Colour. When 
an Inſpiration they. upbraided ſome Mi: 
ſters as Hirelings, and falſe Shepherds, f 
not preaching up the Coming of the Kin 
dom of _ Chriſt; and they were aske 
in the Name of God, what Miniſters ſho 
do more than-they-did ? and what time th 
dare aſſign and ſtand by for compleating 
Event of that kind? They were all N. 
plus d and ſpeechleſs. And does all t 
now lock like any thing from the Spirit 
God? The es 

(4.) They fay, ordinary Duties muſt 
ſwallow'd up by extraordinary; and 


(11 ) : 
Mn this Account, Family-Duties and pub- 
ck Ordinances have been lighted and neg- 
fed, and little room has been left for 
y Exerciſe, but that of Extacy and Ra- 
thre: And it wou'd be well for them if it 
pu'd be prov'd, they had been no worſe 
nploy'd than in bodily Exerciſe, which 
rofits little. 
(5.) None talk more of the profound 
Humility of the Prophets, and I know not 
by that praQtiſe it leſs: If oppoſed, and 
Id hard to any Point, Diſdain appears in 
ieir Looks and Words; and if urged 
me upon the Topick of ſetting Periods, 
ey ſoon grow out of all Patience, as well 
owing you attack them on the blind Side, 
here they have been moſt ſhamefully foil'd, 
(6.) The World knows what a heinous 
time was charged upon a Prophet: Ano- 
Wer ſtrove to palliate it, in this Manner, 
K. It's a Queſtion whether that be a Sin 
no; if it be, it's conſiſtent with a State 
Grace. At this Time their Plead- 
ran high, to prove propnetick Gifts 
Were not always ſanctifying, and boaſted 
Wizhtily of an Inſtance or two they made 
e of. In a little time after, when the 
amour was, as they thought, over ; ſome 
them declared publickly, they committed 
W preſumptuous Sin: Soft Apologies and 
Wh Vindications were made, to credit the 
Writy and Integrity of their Lives. What 
were that pretended to be the Catha- 
of old ; and what that Generation is, 
Wit is pure in their own Eyes, we may 
Wow if we conſult Antiquity and our Bibles, 
1 B 2 (7-) They 
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(J.) They are often bragging of the Re 60 
ception they meet with among perſons offfplutic 
great Character; how they are careſs'd andeſert 
homag'd; what Declarations ſuch Perſonghem' 
make of their Faith in them, as ſent fron\ge : 
God: What vaſt Bleſſings they leave upoihrava 
ſuch Families. I believe they can't convinc@tem, 
any, in Publick or Private, of one Man ofippea 
Figure that they have proſelyted, beſideſWpig, 
thoſe that have long been known to be iheir 
their Intereſt, after all this Huff and NoiſWang' 
But I know one was blefs'd by them, thaſihadc 
took it for a Curſe, as he apprehended hel. 
its Effects, and earneſtly deſired to have Wow 
taken off again. The Nature of his BleWbſer 
ſing was this, from one under pretendeWude 


Inſpiration. .* Thy Sins are forgiven then p 
©« &c. Thou ſhalt have the ſanctifying Gif get 
« and Graces of the Spirit, and have an evei the 


< laſtingBleſling. ” Ifear *twill be long ere ti ply 
Benediction befal the poor Wretch ; wh Ag 
has been drunk almoſt every Day ſince ii ma 
Pronunciation. (wa 

(8.) They went among the Socinians, th eſt 
to the Quakers, and Philadelphians : Aft th 
much rangling it cou'd not eaſily be deq R g. 
ded, who laid the faireſt Claim to the Spain 
rit: And after long diſputing, they, none : 
of them, cou'd tell what Spirit they weWteph 
of. A reputed Socinian and a Deiſt, ( 
now of the Perſwaſion; which ſhews th. 
mighty Force of affected Inſpiration, whiFers 
can unite the Two Poles, when that is coed 
ceiv'd to be the Medium, able, it ſeems, Mart 
wheedle Deiſm into the Lap of Enthuſiaſſi fete 


(9.) Su 


— 0 — 
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(13) | 


(9) Such as hear them profeſs their Re- 


eſert the Cauſe, wou'd be apt to believe 
hem' ſome of the mightieſt Heroes of the 
ge: But, alas! all is mere Bounce and 
Iravado; for they fly when none purſues 
hem, but their own Fears and Fancies, as 
ppears by Article III. And tho' they talk 
ig, of ſuffering at a Stake, and ſealing 
heir Teſtimony with their Blood, while 
Danger is out of View; yet when but the 
hadow of it faces them, they are over- 
helmed with Conſternation, and ſcarce 
now what they ſay or do: And what is 
blervable, the very Perſons that boaſt 
budeſt of their Courage, act the moſt ſneak- 
ng part of Poltroons. One attempting to 
get from the Mob: A Gentleman told him 
there was no Danger: The Prophet's Re- 
ply was; Can't a Man have a Fit of an 
* Ague, but he muſt be mobb'd; the Gentle. 
man's Anſwer was; If it was an Ague, it 
was the ſtrangeſt he ever ſaw, a Fit the ſoon- 
eſt come and gone that ever he beheld. And 
this like the Spirit of Truth and Power? 
good Conſcience and a good Cauſe will 
Wain Holy Boldneſs: and what can reſiſt 
be Spirit of God? Compare this with St. 
Itephen's Caſe, and their different Events. 

(10.) Some live upon their Commiſſion: 
When the Propheteſs receiv'd the Seal of 
ers, ſhe told her Friends ſhe was provi- 
ed for, and ſhou'd ne'er trouble them: One 
Wart of this may be true, but time muſt 


ay return to her old Vocation, and once 
more 


— - — 


plutions of dying, rather than they'll ever 


letermine the other: It's ſtill poſſible ſhe 
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(143 | | 
more occaſionly ſnuff Candles at the Playſork 
Houſe. In the interim, ſhe has many indeFrati 
cent Movements and Agitations in Harmoe St 
ny with her Brethren the Prophets, which lag 
at preſent, I forbear to name: They look 
very indecent, and appear to have a 'ſcurF 
vy Tendency. Others throw themſelve: 
head-long down Stairs, while others throy 
ſome down and ſtamp upon them with the 
greateſt Violence; and yet none receive anf 
Hurt: Some taken with a ſudden Fit of 
Blindneſs, others reputed under Symptoms 
of immediate Death, in the Opinion of : 
very volatile Phyſician, have been ſudden] 
reſtored to Sight and Life very miraculodſ: 
ly, as the Prophets humbly conceive, byl 
the Efficacy of their Gifts. Another is ſaic 
to move from one End of the Room tau 1 
another, without the Uſe, of the Locome- Br 
tive Faculty, or any foreign viſible Aid, 
but the poſitive Atteſtations of ſome of the 
Brotherhood. Theſe they will have to be Mi- 
racles, and as ſuch affix them as Seals to their 
Commiſſion : And truly, I think, they ſuit 
very well the Authority they pretended to 
before. 
Miracles are for a Sign, not to them that be- 
lieve, but to them that believe not: Why then 
was this pretended Miracle acted only among 
themſelves, where ſuch only were pre- 
ſent, who overflow'd with Faith? The Ble 
ſed God ever acts in Conformity to wiſe tis 
and holy Ends, worthy of himſelf: Nause 
Miracles are moſt needful to reinforce aH 
weak Faith, or to gain the Aſſent of ſuch erk 
as have none; God ne'er did, nor "i 
| | wor 
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Work Miracles merely to amuze Men, and 
Fratiſie their Curioſity. The Prophets muſt 
e Steel, and never bend, but hang out the 
lag of Defiance, and ne er change it. See 
he Warnings of John, ſirnam'd Lacy, p. 72. 
And I think, if poſſible, they have out-done 
he Charge: what need of Miracles then 
an be ſuppos'd for their own private Uſe? 
When Proofs are demanded of their Miſſi- 
dn_in this kind, they object, Mens Infide- 
ity obſtructs the Performance: When any 
pffer themſelves, profeſſing the Steadineſs 
f their Faith; the Anſw@r is; they have 
no Order from the Spirit: By this it ap- 
pears plainly, That however they pretend 
0 upbraid others for their Infidelity, yet 
when it comes to the Puſh, they really have 
no Faith 1n .. themſelves. | 

But now, ſuppoſe what is pretended of 
this kind was real: What certain Conclu- 
ſions cou'd be drawn from Inſtances alone 
of this Nature? It wou'd ſtartle a Man, 1 
confeſs, to ſee the Elements change their 
Nature, and obediently favour ſtrange At- 
tempts; but the Argument hence wou'd 
by no Means be concluſive, that this muſt 
needs be the Effect of the immediate Hand 
of God, without ſome other concurring Cir- 
cumſtances, Actions and Tendencies. Every 


Appearance is not truly what it ſeems to be; 


nor is every Wonder a Miracle: Evil Spi- 
fits, by Permiſſion, can deceive the Genes, 
and ſtrangely affect thelmagination, and ſo ob- 
trude Perceptions upon us, it may be as pow- 


erfully, as if we were impreſs'd by the 


breateſt Realities. And no doubt they can 


change 
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change the Courſe of Nature, when per 
mitted, the more powerfully to delude Men 
when they deſert their Duty, and enterprizg 
bold Practices, to tempt God to leave the 
in the Hands of their crafty mighty Enemy 
who often changes himfelf into an Angel of 
Light, more effe&ually to deceive. Man 
Inſtances of this Nature, authentick enough 

are upon Record, if Men wou'd but conſider 
and duly weigh them; the Neglect of whic 
will, one Day, leave them inexcuſable, Rey 
13. 13, 14. Ang he doth great Wonders, | 
that he maketh Fire. come down from Heaven 
on the Earth, in the Sight of Men. And de- 
ceiveth them that dwell on the Earth, by Ae ang 
7 thoſe Miracles which he had Power to de 
nd, Rev. 16. 14. For they are the Spirits He 


O17 


— —— — 


6175 
od, 4 Complitcation of Lunacy, Enthuſi- 
im, and ſtrong Temptation, has made fad 
Work in the World. That a ludicrous 
demon, when Men are willing to be decei- 
fed, may have ſtrange. Commiſſion to de- 
Wide, and keep ſuch as yield to him in his 
Ways; as God's Children are ſaid to be 
ept in his, by the Miniſtry of the Holy 
Angels: and that juſtly, tho' judicially, the 
we to infatuate, and ſtrengthen the De- 
ion. | 208 

(12.) At firſt the Prophets pretended 
hey knew not what they ſaid in Extacy ; 
It late they ſay otherwiſe, and preſume to 
plain and correct, after their Tricks are 
ner, what they ſo delivered. They have been 
ard to complain, that the Propheteſs grows 
Wrgetful of her Meſſages, and the Spirit, 
tey ſay, whirls her about like a Whirli- 
ls, which brings things to The little Huſ- 
Mte's Mind (as they themſelves frequently 
her) tho? by the way, if I thought it 
bot a Term of great Familiarity, I ſhow'd 
by Men of their Sentiments grew very bold 
th their Oracle. 8 0 

(13.) It's an old Saying, and I believe a 
ue one, that the Devil delights much to 
Ihe the Almighty, as far as he can: Of old 
ie ſet up his Oracle as near as he cou' 
Þ God's Temple: And we now ſay, where 
bod has his Church, he will have his Chap- 
jel, If this be true, we may then gueſs 
wat Spirit they are of, who inſtitute 
Wock-Sacraments, and pretend to be ſent 
ut Two by Two, to clear the Way to 
e new Diſpenſation | ho tal af walking 
6 . 


1 (1800 | | 
upon the Water, Gg. with, other Paſſages. 
oponr ti upon Nen e any will look 
back and take the Pains to compare them. * 

(14) Relative Dpties, , the Diſcharge of 
which denominate-g real, Chriſtian, and di- 7 
ſtinguiſh him from Hypocrites and meer pre- 
tenders, as much as, any bins, are ſuperſed- 
ed in great Meaſure by ſome qt them; For 
the Neglect and Violation, of theſe, the M*P 
Orders of the Spirit are pretended, while MW") 
the Scriptures urge the contrary moſt em- 
phatically. And is, it poſſible, for the Bleſ- on 
ſed Spirit, by private Orders,,. to, counter- WM; 
mine, or grant a Super/edeas for the Diſ- 
charge of thoſe Duties He .has, urged the N 
Study and Practice of ſo ſtrenuouſly in the MI? 
SacredScriptures ? 


(I.) If any ordinary Accident, * pro- 
vidence occur, that ſeems afflictive and ju- 4 
diciary, they preſently ſnatch at the Occa- 1 


ſion, and tell all about them, This they 
knew before; that it was but the Conſe- ta 
quence of their judicial, minatory Denun- 
ciations of Vengeance upon ſuch and ſuch 
Perſons and Families, for their Infidelity, 
tho? they dare not pretend to the leaſt par- 
ticular before its actual Completion; and 
where they have pretended to ſhake off the W 
Duſt of their Feet as. a Witneſs againſt 
ſome, who rejected their impoſing Temper, th 
God's Bleſliag, inſtead of his Curſe, (no 
doubt they imprecated by fuch an emblema- 
tical Iaſinuation) ſtill abides upon their Ta- 
bernacle. What little creeping Deſigus does 
this ſneaking Temper; inſianate? yet theſe 
Centlemen are your new Diſpenſ 
en! F 


enſatars. 
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(19) 
(is.) What fills up the Meaſure of their 

Confidence is this. They have the Face to tell 
us 3 That if a Hundred Predictions prove 
falſe, it Thallnot in the leaſt ſhock their Faith 
s to the Cauſe they have eſpous'd. Good 
God, that Men who pretend to ſpeak to us 
mthoritatively in thy Name, and by a pe- 
cullar Direction from thy Spirit, and that 
upon Pain of the ſoreſt judgments, if we de- 
ny them the Aſlent of our Faith, ſhow'd talk 
thus ridiculouſly, nay, impiouſly ! Do they 
not, Holy God, tacitly implead thy Holy 
Spirit, which is a Spirit of Truth, while 
they pretend, under his ſpecial and imme- 
diate Direction, to foretel Futurities, which 
they own may fail of a Completion! O 
rindicate thy own Canſe and Honour in the 
World, in due Time; and ſince both the 
Deceivers and Deceived are Thine, reduce 
Wanderers to their Duty, and let ſuch at 
length give Thee Glory, and find Mercy in 
taking Shame to themſelves. 

We have a certain Rule given us by God 
to examine the pretenſions of thoſe who 
ay claim to a Prophetick Spirit. Deut. 18. 
21, 22. If thou ſay in thy Heart, how ſhall we 
tow the Word which the Lord hath not ſpoken ? 
When a Prophet ſpeaketh in the Name of the 
Lord, if the thing follow not nor come to paſs, 
that is the thing which the Lord hath not ſpoken, 
but the Prophet hath ſpoken it preſumptuouſly : 
thou ſhalt not be afraid of him. 

Having cited this Text, I think my ſelf ob- 
lig'd to give the Reader, the Obſeryation the 
Reverend Mr. Whiſton, in his Sermon (being 
the. laſt af the Lectures of Mr. Boy for this 

C2 Year) 


(20 
Vear) at St. Pauls, Novemb. 3. made upon it 
occaſioned by theſe Pretenſions 

* We ought, ſaid he, to obſerve here, Goc 
* does-not ſay that in Caſe a Sign or Wonder 
© a Promiſe or Threatning which is foretold by 
© theProphet come to paſs, that Pretender is pre 
* ſently to be eſteem'd a true Prophet ſent by God 
* becauſe in one Caſe; at leaſt, it is plain, That 
* the Coming to paſs of the Sign or Wonder is 
not a certain demonſtration of a Divine Miſſion 
as we are expreſly aſſured by Moſes elſewhere, 
* in the Caſe of Temptation to Idolat ry, Deut 
& 13. 1, 2, 3. and by our Saviour and his 
© Apoſtles in parallel Caſes in the New Teſt 


© ment, Matth. 24.:24. 2Theſl, 2. 11. But God 

s aſſures us on the other Side, that if a Sign orf T 
a Wonder, a Promiſe or a Threatning doe 

not come to paſs, that is a ſure Token that t 
© the Pretence to Divine Revelation is falſe, and V 
that we have no juſt Reaſon to regard or te 
fear ſuch Pretenders. This is certainly C 
e diſtinct Criterion of a falſe Prophet, given tc 
* us by God himſelf, and we may undoubt e 
© edly. relie upon it. If any Perſons in thiꝗ fe 
Age, who pretend to a Prophetick Spirit, or v 


** do foretel Events, whether of Mercy or of 
Judgment, which do not come to paſs accor- 
** dingly, we have a Warant from God hin i 
** ſelf for their Rejection, and are by himſel 
* commanded not to pay any of that Fear and 
© Reverence to them, which we all owe to 
* Divine Inſpiration, once ſufficiently atteſt- 


# 


e ed tO ns. 
Then he told us of an Exception, which 
is the only one the Scripture mentions; 
namely, When.a People or Nation 3 0 
n 1 ; their 
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( 21 | 
their Wickedneſs, and turn from their Sins, 
concluding this Matter with theſe Words. 

Me have a ſure Rule to depend on in the 
Trial of Prophets, that it the things they 
“ foretel, or any of them, come not to paſs 
exactly, and according to the Prediction, 
iy without an Evident and plain Change in the 
0 © Perſons to whom they belong, then moſt 
19 © certainly theſe are the things which the Lord 
“ hath not ſpoken, the pretended Prophets have 
MM © ſpoken them preſumptuouſly, and we are here 
“ caution'd and commanded by God not to be 
afraid of them. 

Theſe I am perſwaded, were his very Words 
but I am ſure I have not miſtaken his Senſe. 
The Application is eaſie. 

I cloſe all with a Paſſage ſtill depending, 
tis this: One has predicted, that a Fr — ch 
Miniſter in a little Time ſhall viſibly be 
torn away by: the Devil in the Face of the 
Congregation. The Truth of this muſt be left 
to Time to determine, and Mens Pati- 
ence, if any have Stock enovgh to wait 
for the Event, and obſerve their fine De- 
vices in the mean time to defer Execution, till 
the matter ſink in Silence, partly by Delay, but 
chiefly by ſtarting new Amuzements from the 
Inexhauſtible Fund of Prophetick Viſion. 

What I have here advanced, I aver. in the 
main, to be matter of Fact, as near as poſlible - 
Wi can expreſs it. The matter contain'd in the 
Articles above ſpecified, was delivered under 
pretended Inſpiration: And for the Obſerva- 
tions, moſt of them, if not all, are guuded 
On pure Fact. May mine Arm fall jrom my 
Shaulder- Blade, and my Arm be broken from. 
1 1 , | & 326 


| (22). 
the Rone, rather than my Hand ſhou'd be lift: 1 
ed up againſt the Almighty, or be employ'd a-Y;f « 
gainſt His Holy and Bleſſed Spirit: The ve- Ethic 
ry Poſlibility of this has aw'd me, till I ſawpre 
my Way and Duty very clear. _ 
I dare not deny abſolutely what is related MW, F 
in the Cry from the Deſart : Some of thoſe Mad 
Inſtances, for ought I know, may be true. The Mil 
ever Bleſſed God does not very often openly Mme. 
oppoſe his Providence, in the manner there Mc 
expreſs'd, againſt His and His Peoples Ene- Wyo 
mies, tho it cannot be denied, but He has Wor 
ated fomewhat of that kind on behalf of His Nor 
in great Extremities. Did He thus ſignally Mui 
interpoſe frequently, the preſent State wou'd Wihe 
look like that of Viſion, more than that of Wihi 
Trial: and much leſs room wou'd be left for WT; 
the Exerciſe of the Faith and Patience of the Mc; 
Saints. God has declared he will be glorified U. 
by us in this World. Whatever might be the Mya 
Occation of his acting thus in the Cevenres, pr 
that Reaſon ſeems to ceaſe here. Some, we are Wm: 
told, who begin in the Spirit, do yet end in MI. 
the Fleſh: if ſo why may not ſuch as were st 
once acted by the Holy Spirit in divers Re- With 
ſpects, by drinking in the Spirit of the World, Wk 
and by yielding to Temptatation, bring them - W1 
ſelves under the Power ot a quite contrary Why 
Spirit. | 
Tou, Gentlemen, who are the Heads of the 
Prophetick Tribe, and the prime Buttrelles 
that uphold all its Retajners, may ſee you are 
dealt with ſuitably to your Character : I ex- 
| preſs all in general Terms, to convince you, 
my Delire is not to upbraid and ſhame yon 
perſonally, but reclaim you from your Miſ- 
\concelits and Errors, | 1 


if 


al. ——— we 


— — ͤ2 2 K%ccc&0 


— 


: r 


. 
I any pretend to anſwer theſe Allegations, 


if they'll act fairly, let them not confound 


things with Circumſtances, or Modes of Ex- 
meilon : let them ſay plainly ſuch a thing is 
true or falſe, in part or whole: Or, that there's 
Failure only in Words or Circumſtances, by 
Addition or Defalcation, wrong Meanings, or 
Miſconſtructions: As ſome of you are Geatle- 
men and Scholars, be diſtin& in your An- 
ſwers, if you think theſe worthy of any, as 
you wou'd do your ſelves and the World 
common Juſtice, and make it at length appear 
jon have not exploded all Principles of Inge- 
tity. There is no need of Criticiſms, Ma- 
thematicks, or Politicks, to anſwer theſe plain 
things, but an honeſt Heart and good Meaning. 
Trick and Evaſion is ever a. Sign of a bad 
Cauſe, and all intelligent Perſons take it ſo: 
Don't dodge then in the dark, under Reſer- 
rations and Ambiguity of Expreſſion : This 
prejudiceth the World againſt you, and makes 
many repute you Impoſtors of the worſt ſort. 
have more Charity, and can conceive how 
Shame, c. may prompt Men, and thoſe not 
the worſt, to ſtudy Salvo's and Excuſes, to 
ſhore up an ill Cauſe they have undertaken, 
| conjure you to plain Dealing, as you'll an- 
ſwer it another Day; be advisd to give God 
Glory, which you can't do bur by taking fome 
hame to your ſelves, and the ſooner the bet- 
ter: The longer you put off your Pangs, 
with the more Pain ſhall yon bring forth. Re- 
nember you have exceedingly prejudiced Re- 
lizzon, and open'd the Mouths of Blaſphe- 
mers: You have help'd to ſeduce many, and 
poſſibly Come of Chriſt's little ones; if ſo, 
remem- 
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remember the Weight of the Mill -ſtone. You 
can't ſay you are deceived unwillingly: if 
you are not blind, by ſhutting your own Eyes 
againſt the Light, you may ſee you are de- 
Jnded : Don't think that Plea will be of any 
Force another Day, but rather a Topick of 
Inditment for Contumacy. If it be poſſible, 
forbear your Anathematizing Temper, which 
makes you look ſo mnch like the Tribe of 
Muggleton, the Beaſt, the falſe Prophet and 
the Whore of Babylon: not that I fear 
you half ſo much as I do the Brata Fulmina 
of the Vatican, which by the Help of the ſe- 
cular Arm ſometimes fall heavy; for I know 
#he Curſe cauſeleſs ſhall not come, and that Men: 
violent Dealings often return on their own Pate: 
Let who will curſe, Lord, do Thou but bleſs, 
If you will {till remain obſtinate, and exer- 
ciſe your critical, political, demonſtrating Fa- 
culties, to baffle Truth and ſupport Deluſion, 
you will at laſt caſt your ſelves into ſome 
Purgatory ; and if ever you are ſaved, I fear 
it will be ſo as by Fire. In the interim I 
pity and pray for you; but if you will pro- 
ceed violently and imperiouſly, and preſume 
to awe the World with Noiſe, Threats, and 
Tricks of Legerdemain, expect plainer Engliſh, 
and your Iniquity ſhortly to be puniſh'd by 
the Judges. 
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Some Fiber on My. Lacy's Pre- 
face to the Third Part of his Warnings, 
m Anſwer to q Book, Fntituled, Enthu- 
fiaſtick Impoſtors no Divinely inſpired 
Prophets, &. 


Expect now, Gentlemen, more candid Deal- 

ing than your laſt Paper expreſſes, wherein 
you manifeſtly conceal ſome Part of the Truth, 
and wou'd inſinuate to the World Falſity in 
Fact, by denying ſome Circumſtances only. 
PU give a Specimen or two. 

P. 5. of Mr. Lacy's Preface to his 3d Part, the 
Paper ſent ro my .d Ch—f Juſtice there 
mentioned, is declared not ar all to be ſent. Pray 
let the World know whether no ſuch Paper 
was brought or convey'd to, or receiv'd by 
that Honourable Perſon ; for if ſuch a Paper 
or Meſſage was either brought or conveyed to, 

or received by him, Mr. Lacy only plays with, 
Words, and ſeems to deſign to put upon 
| Mankind by ſeſuitical Equivocations and No- 
| torious Evaſions, which, whatever he may 
| pretend, are utterly inconſiſtent with the Sin- 
— the Goſpel requires in every true Chri- 
tan. 

P. 6. The Charge there inſtanc'd in 
thro* the whole Paragraph, is abſolutely 
deny'd, and an Offer is made 20 prove the 

\. whote Morris one entire Falſicy, I think the 
plain Engliſh of this is, That there is not 
one Syllable of that Charge true, and conſe- 
quently that there was no Blow given, nor 

. od Swelling, as the effect of ſuch a Blow. | 

| * Will 
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Will Mr. Lacy venture to affirm, that he did 
not ſtrike his Son, and that with ſuch Vio- 
lence as to cauſe a Swelling upon his Hea 0: 
Face? Will Mr. Lacy bring his whole Family to 
atteſt this one entire falſity ? I demand now, that 
this be declared in clear and expreſs Terms. It 
you decline 4 diftin&t and ſatisfactory Account 
of theſe Matters, every one may know the Mean- 
ing of it, and fee how juſtly you are tax'd with 
Sabrilty and Artifice, Doubling and Inſmcerny, 
| was well pleas'd to meet with the Third 
and laſt Fart of your Warnings, eſpecially 
the laſt Clauſe, which I'm conßdent will bring 
Matters to a clear iſſue, if you will but ſtand 
by the plain Meaning of the Expreſſions you 
there make Uſe of. In che 19terim, theſe Anim- 
* adveriions are humbly offered to your Con- 
ſideration, and if you can get clear of them 
fairly, it may-prove a happy Occaſion for your 
own Vindication, and aſſure your ſelves, upon 
any juſt Remonſtrance, you ſhall find me one 
of the firſt to do you juſtice, in retracting 
every Charge you can prove to be falle. 
Things are brought into a narrower Compals, 
Length will now be no part of an Objection, 
nor cen Faltiry appear ſo monſtrous as lately 
it hath been repreſented, * What ſhou'd be 
meant by the mighty Power of God atteſting 
your Warnings to be from Him, is obvious 
enough to any Capacity, in common Ac- 
ceptation of the propriety of ſuch an Expr 
hon ; but what you will at length make of it, 
God and your Telves only know. The Power 
of God is of great Latitude, when we diſcourſe 
vf its Operation: The Converſion of 3. Sin- 
ner is & great luſtance of it, and if any * : 
M pr 
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profelyted to your Party, you call them true 
Believers; if Matters then anſwer not your 
Expectation, it's very poſſible you may take 
Sanctuary in this Pretence, before the Six- 
Months come to an End: Or elſe tell us ot 
ſome ſtrange Wonders tranſaded among 
your ſelves. It any ching of this Nature dop- 
pen, the World will upbraid you, and that 
very juſtly, for trifling and joggling. State 
this Matter therefore more clearly, and ſpe- 
cifie, as far as your Commiſſion permits you, 
things of this Conſequence, - or tell us they 
are Miracles, or Judgments,” in the general 
for ſomething, of that Nature they muſt be, 
if you have any ſober Meaning, both from the 
Nature of your Undertaking, and what you 
have ſo long pretended to. Judgments of 
old were very viſible in their Execution, 
when they came upon a People; and God 
Works Miracles openly, and not in a Corner 
when he deſigns them as Seals to the Commiſſion 
of his Prophets, who are to proclaim a new 
and great Diſpenſation, I take it for granted, 
that what you tell us ſhall come to paſs in 
Six Months, is founded on Inſpiration, other- 
wiſe it's all a Jeſt, and you would do well to 
expreſs this fully now. Such as know your 
big way of talking at a good Diſtance from 


the Time of Action and Completion, and 


when your Predictions fail, your dexterons 
Way of ſqueezing all into the Compaſs of an 
Auger hole, will think this a very juſt Demand. 
No doubt you'll pretend it unreaſonable, 
after the liberal Conceſſions you feem ta 
have made: but whoever lives to ſee the Pe- 
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platolly! "the heed of * um 5 
— * they: all find che Prophets at the 
old Sport f op- ASH And ifwhat : 
InHomte prove not the Concluſten of this 
Affair, let this preſumption: chen tand as 4 
Mart of ty Folly” to my tafumy; but if I have 
hit et Mark; let them that ſhould; bear the 
--Reproach. We may guets ſhortly, what we 
e tb'expett of this kind; when we ſee the 
Iſſbe of the Tryal, and What will be ſaid, whe:: 
vou find, you are judged by Men; a thing, von 
have holdly declared, and that repeatedly; 48 the 
teſult of lnſpirxation; hould never happen. 
have nothing now, Gentlemen, at preſent to 
add, bur my heart y Wiſhes and Prayers; That 
Gol may be glorified! His Truth promoted, 
and all Error and Deceit conformded:; "ni 
may Prieſt and Prophets; and all the Peor.!: 
ſay, ene MO 
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